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As a result of this Community Forest Management Plan, the following priority actions 

have been identified for implementation in the next six years. Some items can be 

completed concurrently based upon budget, staff and volunteers, but the list below 

attempts to put some perspective on what is more urgent. 

Á All persons involved with tree care should thoroughly read and understand 
this management plan. 
 

Á Implement highest priority treatments such as defective pruning/removals for 
liability purposes and inspections for sound wood on the trees with the highest 
risk.  Utilize a certified ISA Arborist, in addition to local expertise. 
 

Á Work to create a sustainable and reliable water supply in Cottonwood Creek. 
 

Á Document improvements to individual trees so that database updates can be 
made in real time or at a minimum, annually. Add all newly-planted trees on 
town property to the tree inventory database. 
 

Á CƻǊƳ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ōƻŀǊŘ όwŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ W ŦƻǊ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ƛƭǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŜ 
Care program outline) and train them well (with CSFS assistance) so that work 
efforts can be distributed with regards to budget planning, workforce oversight 
and general implementation of this plan.   
 

Á Complete structure pruning, routine pruning, clearance pruning, cultural 
treatment work, etc. on highest risk trees first.  Keep in mind that this type of 
work on smaller trees should not be neglected and can be done with volunteers 
as soon as possible to promote good tree growth.  (For example, checking 
watering regimes and possible water leaks like the possible one in Rollans Park 
should be done at the beginning of the 2016 growing season.) 
 

Á Re-inventory all trees including additions in 2020 and update management plan. 
 

Á Establish a tree ordinance and apply for Tree City USA through CSFS to 
showcase your efforts and garner support for an improved Community forest, 
increased budget and larger volunteer base. 
 

Priority Action Items for 2016-2021 
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Introduction  
The trees within the parks and open spaces of Ridgway are resources whose value cannot be overstated. They provide 

not only shade, shelter, and environmental benefits, but also contribute to RidgwayΩǎ άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΥέ  

¶ The grove of trees at Heritage Park provides a welcome to the town and hint at our aesthetic values.  

¶ The monolithic cottonwoods in Hartwell Park are the epicenter of Ridgway and iconic for residents who gather 

under their canopy. They are an unstated-and perhaps even unconscious-attraction that encourages visitors to 

stop and linger.  

¶ Trees at the Regional Athletic Park provide a sense of permanence and comfort for active people and their 

audiences.  

¶ The cottonwoods in their namesake park encourage residents to walk, interact with their neighbors, and 

exercise their dogs. Neighborhood children connect with nature here while playing hide-and-seek amidst the 

thickets.  

¶ Juniper and pinyon at the Dennis Weaver Memorial Park create a contemplative and serene setting.  

¶ Mature trees at Rollans Park decorate the riparian corridor; newly planted trees describe a vision of restoration 

for this section of the Uncompaghre River. 

Purpose and Need 
The purpose of this Community Forest Management Plan is to provide direction that improves and sustains the 

economic and community benefits of town trees for present and future generations by growing a healthy and 

resilient community forest. The Plan will maximize the value of resources allocated to our town trees, and the 

efficiency and effectiveness with which they are managed.  

Currently, the Town of Ridgway procures professional arborist services through contract. The emphasis is on: mitigation 

of hazards; general tree maintenance; disposal of materials; tree replacement or new planting as requested by the town; 

and consultation and staff support relative as needed to support a healthy Community forest. These services are 

provided for Hartwell Park and selected public rights-of-way.  

Other tree maintenance is undertaken by town staff. Minimal tree planting occurs, but location and species selection is 

not tiered to a plan that considers the entire and future community forest of Ridgway. Adopt-a-Park volunteer groups 

also provide maintenance and tree planting services.  

Missing from these services but identified in this Community Forest Management Plan is: 

¶ An articulated and long-term plan for current and future town trees designed to achieve stated community 

forest goals for Ridgway; and 

¶ Community outreach that promotes tree preservation, tree planting and best arboricultural practices (species 

selection, site selection, long term care and maintenance). 

Ridgway Community  Forest  Goals 
The following goals provide the foundation for our desired future conditions and all forest management actions.  They 

also create the basis for the Ridgway Tree Ordinance. 



3 | P a g e 
 

1. Create green canopies and corridors that encourage gathering, walking, and social interaction. Use trees to 

screen areas that are not visually appealing; create/enhance vistas in other areas. 

2. Establish and maintain an optimal level of age and species diversity for aesthetics and ecological resilience. 
3. Use community forest best management practices along with the guidelines in this plan to select, situate, 

and maintain trees to maximize benefits and minimize hazard, nuisance, hardscape damage, and 
maintenance costs.  

4. Foster community support for the local community forestry program and encourage best tree management 
practices by private property owners. 

5. Ensure that new construction and subdivision developments incorporate tree planting and maintenance 
that is consistent with this Plan. 

 
These goals complement and support the goals of the Ridgway Streetscape Master Plan Report (2006).  

Relationship to Existing Ridgway Policy and  Code 
The Ridgway Community Forest Management Plan tiers to, and provides support for:  

1. The Ridgway Comprehensive Plan ς Parks, Trails, Open Spaces, and Facilities Element (2012): this plan guides the 

development of town parks, trails, and open spaces, with consideration for the preservation, restoration, and 

enhancement of environmentally sensitive areas. The plan also promotes quality of life and economic 

development values.  

2. The Ridgway Municipal Code, Sections 6-1-11 and 6-6-3 (building regulation landscaping and single family 

residential landscaping ς both for new construction)  

3. Concept plans already established for the Regional Athletic Park, Rollans Park and Green Street Park. 

4. Future concept plans, such as the Uncompaghre River Master Plan. 

5. The Ridgway Streetscape Master Plan (2006) which strives to create great outdoor spaces and bring the natural 

beauty of the area into the heart of Ridgway. 

Ridgway Tree Ordinance  
The Town of Ridgway recognizes that trees provide important environmental and economic benefits to residents and 

visitors that extend well beyond the boundaries of the property on which they grow. The Ridgway Tree Ordinance is one 

of several tools that could be used by the town to maximize those benefits and attain the stated goals of this Community 

Forest Management Plan. It does this by providing the legal framework for forest management activities on private land. 

However, it is intended to facilitate rather than prescribe these management activities.  

An ordinance would support the following action items from the Goal 2, Action Item 1 of the Ridgway Comprehensive 

Plan ς Parks, Trails, Open Spaces, and CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘ όнлмнύΥ άEstablish and define sustainable development 

standards and guidelines for nŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Χ tree and plant preservation, 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦέ 

The Ridgway Streetscape Master Plan Report (2006) also cŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ά9ƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

tree canopy is maintained throughout the community and to ensure summer shade and reduce heat build-ǳǇΦ ά !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ άΧ new developments should be required to not only preserve existing trees, but to plant 

new street trees consistent with the Master Plan design.έ 

A tree ordinance would be based on the Ridgway Community Forest Management Goals articulated above (see page 4) 

and would include the following categories of policy:  
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1. The planting and removal of trees within public rights-of-way, including the maintenance or removal of private 

trees which pose a hazard to the public. 

2. Protection for άƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ,έ including permit requirements for removal, encroachment, or maintenance.  

3. Requirements for new construction and subdivision development. 

See Appendix I for a sample tree ordinance. Additional guidance can be found at: 

Á The International Society of Arborists (ISA) - Tree Ordinance Guidelines   

Á Tree City USA Bulletin No. 9 - How to Write a Municipal Tree Ordinance 

Community Education and Outreach  
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ wƛŘƎǿŀȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Community forest management program ς its purpose and 

benefits ς is a cornerstone to successful implementation. Opportunities for education and outreach include the 

following: 

Workshops  

In conjunction with the Colorado State Forest Service and/or the Tri-County Extension Service, Ridgway will host 

workshops on tree selection, planting, maintenance, and insects/disease. ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ άIƻǿ ǘƻ 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

Community Forest Management Plan and how their private property fits into the larger community picture. 

Ridgway Town Government Website  

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όhttp://www.town.ridgway.co.us/) is a good place to generate interest in, and support for, good 

cultural practices for both public and privately-owned trees. It is recommended that the website add a section from its 

Bulletin Board titled Community Trees-Selection and Care (or similar). This series of pages and links could include this 

plan, the recommended species for Ridgway, best management practices, and other pertinent information. Links to 

other resources would be included as well, such as (but not limited to):  

¶ www.TreesAreGood.com 

¶ www.ArborDay.org 

¶ www.isa-arbor.com 

¶ www.cfsf.edu 

Planting Trees in Ridgway Brochure  

A tri-fold brochure has been developed that recommends species for Ridgway and planting tips 

Tree City USA 

The Tree City USA is a national program sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation that provides the framework for 

community forestry management for cities and towns across America. Communities achieve a Tree City USA status by 

meeting four core standards of sound Community forest management:  

1. Maintaining a tree board or department 

2. Having a community tree ordinance 

3. Spending at least $2 per capita on Community forestry 

4. Celebrating Arbor Day 

http://www.isa-arbor.com/education/resources/educ_TreeOrdinanceGuidelines.pdf
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityUSA/bulletins/documents/009-summary.pdf
http://www.town.ridgway.co.us/
http://www.treesaregood.com/
http://www.arborday.org/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/
http://www.cfsf.edu/


5 | P a g e 
 

A Tree City USA designation is an opportunity to share with the community the value of our trees and the importance of 

sustainable tree management. The designation also generates community pride and interest in tree planting and care.  

Summary of Prioritized Action Items for 2016 -2021 
As a result of this Community Forest Management Plan, the following priority actions have been identified for 

implementation in the next five years. Some items can be completed concurrently based upon budget, staff and 

volunteers, but the list below attempts to put some perspective on what is more urgent. 

Á All persons involved with tree care should thoroughly read and understand this management plan. 
 

Á Implement highest priority treatments such as defective pruning/removals for liability purposes and inspections 
for sound wood on the trees with the highest risk.  Utilize a certified ISA Arborist only. 

 
Á Document improvements to individual trees so that database updates can be made in real time or at a 

minimum, annually. 
 

Á FƻǊƳ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ōƻŀǊŘ όwŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ W ŦƻǊ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ƛƭǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŜ /ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
them well (with CSFS assistance) so that work efforts can be distributed with regards to budget planning, 
workforce oversight and general implementation of this plan.   

 
Á Establish a tree ordinance and apply for Tree City USA through CSFS to showcase your efforts and garner support 

for an improved Community forest, increased budget and larger volunteer base. 
 
Á Complete structure pruning, routine pruning, clearance pruning, cultural treatment work, etc. on highest risk 

trees first.  Keep in mind that this type of work on smaller trees should not be neglected and can be done with 
volunteers as soon as possible to promote good tree growth.  (For example, checking watering regimes and 
possible water leaks like the possible one in Rollans Park should be done at the beginning of the 2016 growing 
season.) 

 
Á Re-inventory all trees including additions in 2020 and update management plan. 

Purpose of Tree Inventory  
!ƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƛŘƎǿŀȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ Ǉrovided the basic information necessary for making 

management decisions.  A tree inventory was called for in Goal 3, Action Item 1 of the Ridgway Comprehensive Plan ς 

Parks, Trails, Open Spaces, and Facilities Element (2012) as follows:  

LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ Community forest and implement priority management for these valuable assets, from 

hazard removal and mitigation to public outreach and education on proper tree care for trees in the rights-of-

way adjoining private property, to planting for the future. 

Action Item 6 is also pertinent: 

Perform annual evaluations of public spaces and pay attention to fluctuations in the health of flora and 

Community forests, evaluating these changes over time, making adjustments as appropriate in response to 

transformation in climate, environment, or other factors influencing the health of the flora.  
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In 2014-2015, the Town of Ridgway contracted with the Colorado State Forest Service to complete a tree inventory for 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ-of-way. The inventory served to individually identify trees, their 

characteristics, maintenance needs, insect/disease issues, and management recommendations. From this inventory, the 

town identified and prioritized annual maintenance needs and appropriate successional planting strategies. It also 

provided a baseline against which change can be measured. 

Summary of Areas Inventoried  

Location Trees Inventoried 

Hartwell Park 111 

Cottonwood Park 71 

Rollans Park 60 

Regional Athletic Field 61 

Dennis Weaver Memorial Park 9 

Green Street and Industrial Park 
General inventory completed; 
individual trees not counted 

Street Trees (mostly in historic 
district) 

117 

TOTAL TREES INVENTORIED 429 (individual trees) 
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Tree Inventory and Management Recommendations  
Completed December 2015 
Written by:  Colorado State Forest Service 
Jodi Rist, Montrose District Forester  
 

Introd uction  and Process 
The town has many trees of various species, sizes, in various locations and conditions with very different management 

ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ town in maintaining that tree in the 

landscape.  In order to easily manage this complex community forest, the town staff needed a tree inventory to first 

determine where their trees are located, what their specific attributes are and what their values, risk ratings and 

management needs could be.  This inventory and management plan, completed by the Colorado State Forest Service 

(CSFS), is intended to help the town make a better plan for the sustainability of its Community forest resources by 

helping them prioritize their efforts with limited staff and financial resources.   

The CSFS was hired by the town to inventory each tree they owned (see Appendix E for signed service agreements).  The 

Town Manager, Jen Coates, and Lois Ziemann, a Volunteer with the Parks, Open Spaces and Trails Committee, prioritized 

the areas they wanted to inventory due to limiteŘ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ƴƻǿ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǳƴƛǘǎΩΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 

included in this plan.   

Units Inventoried in 2014 

1. Hartwell Park (all trees inventoried) 

2. {ǘǊŜŜǘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ όŀƭƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΩύ 

3. Cottonwood Park (also includes short strip of street trees east of Lena Street on south side of Moffat Street)(all trees 

ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ нлέ 5.I ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪύ   

Units Inventoried in 2015 

1. Street Trees (continued and includes Heritage Park) 

2. Rollans Park (all trees inventoried where human traffic was greatest ς GOCO amphitheater and at entrance area off 

Sherman Street) 

3. Athletic Park (all tree inventoried) 

4. Dennis Weaver Memorial (only cottonwood trees at far north end of sidewalk and one tree over picnic table on west 

side of river were inventoried-other areas considered natural area) 

5. Industrial Park Right of Way & Green Street Right of Way (contained trees of such similar species and condition that 

an individual tree inventory was not deemed necessary) 

5ŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ¢ǊƛƳōƭŜΩǎ Wǳƴƻ о. ƘŀƴŘƘŜƭŘ Dƭƻōŀƭ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 

(GPS).  ArcMap 10 was used at the office for mapping and the creation of the database.  ArcMap 10 is the main 

ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9{wLΩǎ ArcGIS suite of geospatial processing programs, and is used primarily to view, edit, create, and 

analyze geospatial data. ArcMap 10 allows the user to explore data within a data set, symbolize features accordingly, 

and create maps.  By using this software program, the ArcMap 10 tree inventory database can be exported and more 

easily manipulated for analytical purposes in Microsoft Excel.  From Excel, reports, spreadsheet summaries, charts and 

graphs can be created.  The tables and graphs within this document are a product of these software applications.  The 

maps were created in ArcMap 10 utilizing the compiled inventory data that resides within the ArcMap 10 database.   

CSFS strives to create a product that will be useful for many years and has the ability to be continually updated and 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ǊŜŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǳƴƛǘ 
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can be documented and kept current, such as tree removals, new plantings or pruning work.  These changes need to be 

made directly to the database, not the spreadsheets.  If the town should have the resources to manage their database 

themselves through an experienced ArcMap user, they can certainly do so.  Until then, it is recommended that CSFS 

handle these updates to maintain the integrity of the database until the next scheduled re-inventory. 

Many attributes of each inventoried tree were collected within each designated unit in order to compile baseline data 

whereby change can be tracked and management can be adapted.  With this base data, a value was then calculated for 

each tree.  A tree risk assessment, following guidelines established by the Colorado Tree Coalition, was also conducted.  

These tree values, risk assessments and data analysis are all compiled within this document with all pertinent reference 

materials and comprehensive management recommendations.  

In some units, the tree count was too high, making it cost prohibitive to inventory each tree at this time.  Some of these 

ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ōȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ нлέ ƛƴ 5.I 

(Diameter at Breast Height).   These units are Cottonwood Park and one street within the Street Tree Unit called Charles 

Street.  In other units a general stand condition description was written because the natural areas were too large to do a 

ǘǊŜŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ нлέ 5.IΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ wƻƭƭŀƴǎ tŀǊƪ ¦ƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ²ŜŀǾŜǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛǘΦ  !ƭƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ 

нлέ ƛƴ 5.I ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ had a risk assessment completed.  As stated previously, 

Industrial Park and Green Street Right of Way Unit was not inventoried because most of the trees are of the same 

species and same condition.  A general unit description and associated management recommendations are provided for 

this unit. 

Tree Inventory Data Fields  
Below are the raw tree inventory data fields for the tree inventory database (highlights indicate actual field name): 

OBJECTID*: This is a unique number that ties the tree to GPS coordinates for map plotting purposes. 

Data_Collector: Person who collected the data for that tree.   

Unit: Where in the town, the tree is located: 

¶ -Cottonwood Park 

¶ -Hartwell Park 

¶ -Street Trees (including trees within Heritage Park) 

¶ -Athletic Park 

¶ -Rollans Park 

¶ -Dennis Weaver Memorial 

¶ -Industrial Park and Green Street Right of Way 

Tree_ID: Tree # per Unit. 

Species:The species of the tree. 

Species_Other: This field was used if the tree was identified as a species other than what was selectable in the database 

or if a more specific species variety could be determined. 

DBH: DBH stands for Diameter at Breast Height and is a measurement of the trunk diameter at 4.5 feet above ground.  If 

the tree had multiple stems, the largest stem was measured. 
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Condition: The choices were Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Very Poor and Dead. 

The Condition categories are subjective and can depend on the person taking the information.  As a rule, most data 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ  aƻǎǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ 

superior to the other trees they have inventoried.  

Trees rated as Fair would have some of the following issues: stagnant growth pattern, poor vigor, uneven growth 

pattern, minor trunk damage, deadwood, etc. 

Trees rated as Poor would exhibit some of the same issues as above but the problem or condition is more advanced than 

a tree with a Fair rating.   

Very Poor trees are usually barely alive, very ugly specimens, heavily damaged or are being severely impacted by insect 

or disease. These trees are often recommended for removal. 

Placement: The choices were Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor and Very Poor. 

The Placement categories are subjective and can depend on the person taking the information.  As a rule, most data 

collectors avoid the ΨExcellentΩ category. Most trees are placed ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ 

superior to the other trees they have inventoried. 

Trees rated as Fair would have some of the following issues: close proximity to other vegetation or structures that 

impede normal growth habits, have the potential to negatively impact street right-of-ways or sidewalks in the future or 

are growing beneath an overhead line but have not yet made contact. 

Trees rated as Poor would exhibit some of the same issues as above but the problem or placement is worse than a tree 

having a Fair rating. 

Very Poor trees are planted where they are currently creating problems for infrastructure items like sidewalks or 

overhead lines. These trees can also negatively impact pedestrian or vehicle safety. These trees are often recommended 

for removal. 

Live_Crown_Ratio: 

From tree top to crown base, the percent of live foliage. 

Surface_Treatment: The choices were Mulch, Rock, Bare Ground, Weeds, Cutout, Watered Grass, Un-watered Grass, 

Other. 

This information will help the town determine whether different surface treatments are working in favor of the tree or 

against it. 

Water_Source: The choices were Sprinkler, Drip line, Flood, Hose, Manual (hose/bucket), Ditch/Creek and None.  The 

ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻn what could be found the day of the inspection.    

Water_Source_Quality: The choices were Adequate, Inadequate, Excessive and None.  Adequacy of the determined 

water source was determined by exhibited tree signs and symptoms of water-related stress. 
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Growth_Obstruction: The choices were Adjacent Vegetation, Cables, Curb/Pavement, Guards, Overhead wires, Signs, 

Stakes, Structures, Wires/Ties, Nothing. 

Soil_Problems:  Choices were Compacted, Drainage, Droughty, Fertility and Shallow.  

Pest: Insects and diseases that were negatively impacting the tree. 

Pest_Other: If there were more than one pest affecting a tree it was noted here. 

Mgmt_01: (stands for Management Need Priority One): All Community forest trees need management as they establish, 

mature and arŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

need the tree has at the time of the inventory. In some cases, the tree may be doing well and does not need 

management but would benefit from being put on a pruning rotation for future management.  Below are the different 

management needs that may have been selected for any given tree.   

Defective Prune 

The tree needs a one-time corrective action to eliminate a serious problem. The call for a defective prune is 

usually instigated by the presence of a nearby target. Targets include benches, playgrounds, sidewalks or 

streets. Some examples of defective pruning include hanging dead branches two inches or larger in diameter, 

cracked branches, extreme trunk lean, large deadwood and/or co-dominant trunks that could fail.  Immediate 

action to mitigate the defect is recommended. (See Appendix A for photographic examples) 

Routine Prune 

Normal periodic pruning is suggested to maintain scaffold branching, lifting the crown height, eliminate 

branches that will soon conflict with each other, remove small deadwood, trunk sprouts or root collar suckers.  

(See appendix A for photographic examples) 

Clearance Prune 

Pruning is needed to prevent damage to personal property or injury to people. This tree management need 

addresses public safety. The standard branch height over streets is 13 feet and a branch height of 8 feet over 

sidewalks. Trees or branches must not block public safety signs.  (See appendix A for photographic examples) 

Structure Prune 

Pruning is needed to correct a structural, aesthetic or tree health problem. The problem does not pose an 

immediate threat to the public or personal property, however, if left alone the problem will not disappear. 

Examples include crossing branches, multiple stems, pruning stubs, included bark, scaffold branches too close to 

each other, no central leader and/or an unbalanced growth pattern.  (See appendix A for photographic 

examples) 

Cultural Treatment  

This need is chosen when the ǘǊŜŜΩs health would be improved by adding fertilizer or the growing site needs to 

be mitigated (e.g., soil compaction, girdling roots). Although the need is not immediate, the tree would benefit 

from further inspection to determine how to improve the existing situation. 

Mitigate Space  
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!ƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

either man-made or natural and either the tree or the object should be removed. 

Mitigate Water 

Adequacy of the water source needs to be addressed in some way. 

Monitor 

The tree is in overall good condition. However, the tree has an issue that should be documented and watched to 

ensure it does not worsen, causing the tree to decline rapidly or fail.    

Protect  

The tree is being damaged by existing external factors such as people.  Examples include tree grates, girdling 

roots, weed barrier fabric, wires or ties and caging. Deer or other animal damage would also fall into this 

management need. Action is needed to mitigate and/or prevent future damage.   

Remove  

This tree is either dead or in very poor health due to poor planting, level of existing care, over-crowding, pests or 

people abuse. It would be prudent to remove it from the growing site. Trees harboring aggressive or nuisance 

pests should be removed as soon as possible. 

Treat Disease  

There is physical evidence of a disease when the tree was inventoried (e.g. bacterial wetwood, canker). 

Treat Insects  

There is physical evidence of an insect when the tree was inventoried. Identification and control 

recommendations will be discussed in the inventory report. 

 

Inspect 

Further inspection is needed to determine a management need.  Oftentimes this involves a more thorough 

inspection for the extent of decay. 

Do Nothing and Other 

Mgmt_01_Comment:   This field allows room for a description of the Management Need Priority One. 

Mgmt_02 and Mgmt_02_Comment and Mgmt_03 and Mgmt_03_Comment: Where multiple management needs and 

associated comments were noted. 

Likelihood_Failure, Likelihood_Target_Impact, Consequences_Failure, Subtotal_01, Target, Species_Management, 

Action, Subtotal_02 :These are risk rating factors for all trees 20 inches in DBH and above.  See Appendix C for rating 

criteria and associated risk values. 
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Mitigation: Recommended mitigation measures to improve the tree. 

Date_Inspected: The date the tree was inspected. 

A complete data table for all units, all trees and all their data is included on a CD in Appendix D. 

Tree Values 

After data was collected in the field and downloaded in the office, a tree value was calculated for each tree.  The 

purpose of placing a value on each tree gives managers perspective on where to set higher priorities for management 

when funds, personnel and/or time is limited.  Appendix B shows how these values were calculated and gives an 

example.  In each separate unit description to follow in this report, you will see tables showing the value for each tree 

from lowest to highest.   

Tree Risk Ratings  

Communities that choose to manage their Community forests with tree risk in mind can expect lower frequency and 

severity of accidents, damage and injury from tree breakage.  An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  If the 

town follows the risk management recommendations in this plan it should reap the benefits of fewer expenditures for 

claims, legal expenses and the town should realize healthier, longer-lived Community trees with fewer annual tree 

removals.   

tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΦΩ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘo 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƘƛƎƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ be automatically marked for 

removal.  If they should fail, isolated trees and/or trees growing in natural areas may not cause any damage to people or 

property if they fail, so there may be no reason to remove them.   

Appendix C shows the specific risk ratiƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ нлέ ƛƴ 5.IΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

higher the total of all the individual risk ratings, the higher risk the tree poses to targets.  In each separate unit 

description to follow in this report, you will find tables ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ нлέ in DBH.  

Keep in mind that a risk rating of 24 is the worst rating a tree can get.  The worst rated tree was Street Tree ID #13 with a 

risk rating of 21.   

This plan should be annually consulted prior to implementing any tree management.  The database should be, at a 

minimum, updated annually with completed risk mitigation work on high hazard trees.  This will show the public that the 

town has been diligent with performing what risk mitigation work it can afford on the trees for which it is responsible.  

Trees identified as needing to be removed due to its hazard rating, or needing a defective pruning and/or needing an 

inspection for sound wood or percent decay are all very high concerns and should be addressed this next year if finances 

allow. 
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Tree Inventory Maps and Data for All Units   

Map of Inventoried Units and Tree Locations  
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Tree Count Table by Unit  

You will see from the totals and percentages of each species per unit table and pie chart below, that there is limited 

species diversity across all units and especially in the Cottonwood Unit.   

 

Hartwell Park Unit 

Species Count 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 37 

Aspen 21 

Crabapple  14 

Rio Grande Cottonwood 14 

Blue Spruce  10 

Hybrid Cottonwood 4 

Apple 2 

Cherry 2 

Hawthorn 2 

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 2 

Austrian Pine 1 

Engelmann Spruce 1 

Russian Olive 1 

Total in Unit 111 

Street Tree Unit 

Species Count 

Boxelder 39 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 33 

Aspen 12 

Siberian Elm 7 

Crabapple 7 

Blue Spruce 5 

Engelmann Spruce 3 

Hybrid Cottonwood 3 

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 2 

Juniper (upright) 2 

Apple 1 

Green Ash 1 

Hawthorn 1 

Austrian Pine 1 

Total in Unit 117 

Cottonwood Park Unit 

Species Count 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 65 

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 2 

Ponderosa Pine 2 

Blue Spruce 2 

Total in Unit 71 

Rollans Park Unit 

Species Count 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 40 

Blue Spruce 11 

White Ash 4 

Ponderosa Pine 2 

Birch 1 

Crabapple 1 

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 1 

Total in Unit 60 

Athletic Park Unit 

Species Count 

Aspen 16 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 9 

Blue Spruce 8 

Crabapple 6 

Hybrid Cottonwood 6 

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 5 

Austrian Pine 5 

Willow 2 

Birch 1 

Silver Maple 1 

Bristlecone Pine 1 

Scotch Pine 1 

Total in Unit 61 

Dennis Weaver Memorial Unit 

Species Count 

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 9 

Total in Unit 9 

Industrial Park &  
Green Street ROW Unit 

Species Count 

individual trees not inventoried 

Total Trees Inventoried in All Units = 429
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Species Diversity Chart and Table  

 

  

 

                         

 

 

Species Count

Narrowleaf Cottonwood 193

Aspen 49

Boxelder 39

Blue Spruce 36

Crabapple 28

Rio Grande Cottonwood 14

Hybrid Cottonwood 13

Lanceleaf Cottonwood 12

Austrian Pine 7

Siberian Elm 7

Engelmann Spruce 4

Ponderosa Pine 4

White Ash 4

All Units Combined Tree Count

Apple 3

Hawthorn 3

Birch 2

Cherry 2

Rocky Mountain Juniper 2

Willow 2

Bristlecone Pine 1

Green Ash 1

Russian Olive 1

Scotch Pine 1

Silver Maple 1

Total 429
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Community forests benefit from species diversity due to improved resistance to insects and disease.  In an Community 

forest, it is optimal to have each species comprise less than 10% of the total forest.  Planting large quantities of one tree 

species means they are susceptible to the same insects and diseases that target that species.  This could equate to mass 

mortality of that species in an Community ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ wƛŘƎǿŀȅΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ рп҈ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ 

wƛŘƎǿŀȅΩǎ Community forest because 54% of its Community forest is cottonwood.  For example, if one Ash tree is killed 

by Emerald Ash Borer, it is likely that any others planted nearby will be killed by Emerald Ash Borer as the insect 

reproduces and offspring seek new tree to inhabit and kill.  If one cottonwood gets Bacterial Wetwood, it is likely that 

most others nearby will be inoculated with the same bacteria due to their close and contiguous proximity.    

The species listed in Appendix F are recommended species to plant in the town of Ridgway.  Their recommendation is 

ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƘŀǊŘƛƴŜǎǎ ȊƻƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ 

Ridgway and are characterized with pros and cons.  A hardiness zone is a geographically defined area in which plants and 

trees are capable of growing as defined by climatic conditions, including its ability to withstand the minimum 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƴŜΦ  wƛŘƎǿŀȅΩǎ ¦{5! tƭŀƴǘ IŀǊŘƛƴŜǎǎ ½ƻƴŜ ƛǎ рōΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

to be hardy to -10 degrees Fahrenheit.  Plantmaps.com, with the use of updated climate data through 2010, states 

Ridgway is in Hardiness Zone 5a, meaning the town should only plant trees known to be hardy to -15 degrees 

Fahrenheit.  Note that the trees recommended in Appendix F, are for Hardiness Zones 2, 3 and 4 which are hardier than 

ǿƘŀǘ wƛŘƎǿŀȅΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  Planting space variations such as 

water availability, soil, neighboring vegetation, winds and other conditions may also affect the viability of individual 

trees and should be taken into consideration.   






















































































































